CHAPTER XXVI
ALEXANDER I Napoleonic Wars and the Holy Alliance
THE FIRST STEPS
Napoleon's expansionist policies and their aftermath dominated the broad currents of European affairs in the first quarter of the nineteenth century. In the unfolding of the Napoleonic epic Russia played a prominent part and, after experiencing bitter humiliations and bloody defeats, she achieved for a brief time a position of international supremacy never attained before in her history nor duplicated since.
Like his predecessors, Catherine II and Paul I, Alexander began his reign by proclaiming his devotion to the ideals of international peace. "If I ever raise arms/' he wrote on June 4, 1801, in a circular note to Russian diplomatic representatives abroad, "it will be exclusively in defense against aggression, for the protection of my peoples or of the victims of ambitions that endanger the peace of Europe. . . . I shall never participate in the internal dissensions of foreign states." The emperor announced his intention to honor "as far as possible" the international obligations he had inherited from his father, although "many of them were incompatible with national interest and some were out of keeping with the geographical position and mutual advantages of the contracting parties/' The peace of Europe, according to Alexander, could be best safeguarded by an alliance of the great Powers, and in pursuance of this aim his government intended to seek a simultaneous rapprochement with London, Paris, and Vienna.
England was the first country to benefit by Russia's new political regime. Immediately after his accession Alexander ordered the recall of the Cossacks sent by Paul to conquer India. Count Simon Voron-tsov, the former Russian envoy to London who had remained in England in a private capacity after the breach of diplomatic relations with
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